
It is hard to believe that condemning Australia 
to a record 4-0 thrashing could ever be boring. 
England polished their growing reputation, 
Australia looked like England under Atherton, 
Hussain and Vaughan. But it was all so routine 
that the heat was lost. Nick Sadleir watched the 
series and tries to weigh-up the result.

Aussie Bashing

When the media reported that a 5-0 
whitewash over Australia in the recent ODI 
series would take England to the top of 
the ICC rankings, it seemed like the kind 
of unlikely ‘what-if?’ stat that is pulled out 
just to make for an attractive headline. 
Despite England having won all six of the 
ODI’s they had played this year before the 
series, the Aussies – who, under Michael 
Clarke, had not lost an ODI series - still 
went into this series as favourites.

But false favourites they were. At Lord’s 
the hapless tourists were beaten by 15 
runs, at the Oval they were thrashed by 
six wickets, at Chester-le-Street they were 
pummeled by eight wickets and in the 
final ODI at Old Trafford they endured a 
seven-wicket lambasting. The 4-0 scoreline 
was the biggest margin of defeat suffered 
by an Australia side ever and were it not for 
a washout at Edgbaston, we may well have 
witnessed an ignominious changing of the 
guard at the top of the rankings (England 
and South Africa are both only one point 
behind Australia).

England are on a ten-match ODI winning 
streak, which is only one win fewer than 
their previous best of 11 wins in a row 
over 20 years ago. Under their coach, Andy 
Flower, England have evolved from an 
ODI side that won only 11 out of 30 ODI 
fixtures last year into one that just keeps 
on winning.

Flower’s philosophy revolves around 
consistency and each player chipping in 
every game, rather than relying on flashes 
of brilliance from key players. And his plans 

have come to fruition as every player in 
the England setup has chipped in with tidy 
performances. Batsmen have shared the 
runs and bowlers have shared the wickets. 
In this series no man scored a hundred or 
took a five-wicket haul - everyone just did 
their bit. Nothing fancy, but it works.

Kevin Pietersen was brilliant in England’s 
whitewashing of Pakistan in the UAE earlier 
in the year and it seems  incongruous that 
his retirement from limited overs cricket 
should not have affected this golden period 
in English ODI cricket, but with man-of-
the-series, Ian Bell, plundering runs at the 
top of the order and Ravi Bopara’s return 
to form, Pietersen hasn’t been missed one 
iota. Instead of England missing KP, it may 
well be the other way around. Bopara’s 
bowling was better than handy too as the 
player finished the series with a batting 
average of 91 and a bowling average of 
14.2. Steven Finn was another standout 
performer as he bowled with pace and 
accuracy and troubled the Australians right 
through the series.

When a series is quite so one-sided it is 
hard to know whether to lavish praise on 
the victors or to emphasise the weaknesses 
of the defeated. England were good and 
instead of resting on their laurels they 
remained hungry for more. So often once 
a series is won the victorious side eases 
up in a dead rubber, but not this England. 
As Cook said after the final match; “Our 
hunger and determination never to 
let Australia back into this series was 
fantastic”.

REviEw    England v australia Odi sEriEs

36  Spin AUGUST 2012

BY: Nick Sadleir

Right:

(Sarah Ansell/Getty Images)



AUGUST 2012 Spin  37

Australia’s tour may have been 
hampered by bad weather, which forced 
them to practice indoors more often than 
not, but it would be far too kind to describe 
their appearance merely as rusty. Indeed 
the tourists looked a shambles - each 
match they turned up short on game plans 
and long on experiments. Twelve bowlers 
were used over four matches and only 13 
wickets were taken between them. Aside 
from Clint McKay, who managed a lowly 
five wickets, no bowler looked worthy of a 
place in the starting line-up of the world’s 
top-ranked ODI side. The selectors tried 
everything and left England with far more 
questions than answers about how to go 
forward as a national side, never mind how 
to pick a bowling attack that can win back 

the Ashes in England next summer.
At 35 and with his skills waning, Brett 

Lee doesn’t look the man to spearhead the 
ODI bowling attack and his subsequent 
retirement from international cricket was 
not a huge surprise. The selectors would 
probably have done the job for him if 
he had hung on. Mitchell Johnson was 
as erratic as ever, Xavier Doherty’s spin 
looked pedestrian and despite big hype for 
some; Shane Watson, Pat Cummins, Ben 
Hilfenhaus and James Pattinson all proved 
innocuous, despite the often bowler-
friendly conditions.

Their batting wasn’t much better. 
Without the ODI experience of Ricky 
Ponting (dropped) and Michael Hussey 
(family reasons) the usually formidable 
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Left:

Alastair Cook, England’s new ODI  
captain invincible, is sprayed by 
team mates after completing the 
4-0 victory at Old Trafford. 

Top:

Australia look on dejected and 
subdued after a miserable series. 

Above: 

Tim Bresnan was not among  
the leading men, but his  
phenonmenal record in an 
England shirt continued.

(Getty Images/Sarah Ansell)
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England batting averages

Player Mat Inns NO Runs HS Ave BF SR 100 50 0 4s 6s

RS Bopara 4 4 2 182 82 91.00 209 87.08 0 2 0 17 0
IJL Trott 4 4 1 145 64* 48.33 214 67.75 0 2 0 11 0
IR Bell 4 4 0 189 75 47.25 269 70.26 0 2 0 20 1
AN Cook 4 4 0 145 58 36.25 201 72.13 0 1 0 17 0
C Kieswetter 4 2 1 25 25 25.00 29 86.20 0 0 0 2 0

England bowling averages

Player Mat Inns Overs Mdns Runs Wkts BBI Ave Econ SR 4 5 Ct St

RS Bopara 4 4 19.0 0 57 4 2/8 14.25 3.00 28.5 0 0 0 0
JC Tredwell 1 1 7.0 1 23 2 2/23 11.50 3.28 21.0 0 0 0 0
GP Swann 2 2 18.0 0 74 1 1/27 74.00 4.11 108.0 0 0 0 0
ST Finn 4 4 35.0 2 155 8 4/37 19.37 4.42 26.2 1 0 1 0
JM Anderson 3 3 24.0 4 111 4 2/34 27.75 4.62 36.0 0 0 1 0
SCJ Broad 4 4 36.0 1 168 3 2/47 56.00 4.66 72.0 0 0 2 0
TT Bresnan 3 3 27.0 0 150 6 2/46 25.00 5.55 27.0 0 0 1 0
SR Patel 2 2 6.0 0 35 0 - - 5.83 - 0 0 0 0
JW Dernbach 1 1 10.0 1 59 0 - - 5.90 - 0 0 0 0

Australia batting averages

Player Mat Inns NO Runs HS Ave BF SR 100 50 0 4s 6s

B Lee 3 3 2 76 29* 76.00 73 104.10 0 0 0 6 2
GJ Bailey 4 4 1 149 65 49.66 175 85.14 0 1 0 14 2
SR Watson 3 3 0 106 66 35.33 152 69.73 0 1 0 11 1
DJ Hussey 4 4 0 121 70 30.25 150 80.66 0 1 0 11 0
MJ Clarke 4 4 0 115 61 28.75 175 65.71 0 1 0 11 1
DA Warner 4 4 0 100 56 25.00 132 75.75 0 1 0 12 2
JL Pattinson 2 2 1 21 13 21.00 34 61.76 0 0 0 1 0
SPD Smith 2 2 0 29 21 14.50 33 87.87 0 0 0 2 0
MS Wade 4 4 0 45 27 11.25 82 54.87 0 0 1 2 1
CJ McKay 4 3 1 13 6 6.50 20 65.00 0 0 0 2 0
PJ Forrest 3 3 0 15 12 5.00 45 33.33 0 0 1 0 0
PJ Cummins 1 1 0 4 4 4.00 4 100.00 0 0 0 1 0

England bowling averages

Player Mat Inns Overs Mdns Runs Wkts BBI Ave Econ SR 4 5 Ct St

BW Hilfenhaus 2 2 14.5 0 55 1 1/19 55.00 3.70 89.0 0 0 0 0
CJ McKay 4 4 36.0 3 141 5 2/29 28.20 3.91 43.2 0 0 0 0
MJ Clarke 4 3 10.0 0 44 2 1/13 22.00 4.40 30.0 0 0 2 0
SPD Smith 2 1 2.0 0 9 0 - - 4.50 - 0 0 0 0
JL Pattinson 2 2 16.0 1 80 0 - - 5.00 - 0 0 0 0
PJ Cummins 1 1 10.0 0 53 1 1/53 53.00 5.30 60.0 0 0 0 0
DJ Hussey 4 2 11.5 0 65 0 - - 5.49 - 0 0 0 0
XJ Doherty 3 3 22.4 0 125 1 1/50 125.00 5.51 136.0 0 0 0 0
B Lee 3 3 22.2 2 127 1 1/57 127.00 5.68 134.0 0 0 0 0
SR Watson 3 3 17.0 0 104 2 1/34 52.00 6.11 51.0 0 0 0 0
MG Johnson 1 1 7.0 0 43 0 - - 6.14 - 0 0 0 0
DA Warner 4 1 1.0 0 8 0 - - 8.00 - 0 0 1 0
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Australia batting order struggled to 
establish partnerships throughout the 
series. Warner is a quick scorer but is 
unreliable at the top of the order and it is 
a lot to ask relatively new players to the 
side such as Peter Forrest, Mathew Wade 
and George Bailey to deliver the goods on 
their first tour to England. Steve Smith 
has usually been picked for Australia as a 
spinner, and with limited success, but by 
virtue of a couple of well-slogged half-
centuries at the IPL he was given another 
call-up and batted as high as number five 
in this series - a sign of desperation from 
the selectors.

Michael Clarke’s own form left a lot to be 
desired and the captain refused to accept 
that his side’s poor showing was a wake-up 
call for Australian cricket after his side’s 
success in the Test series against India 

Down Under at Christmas.
 “It’s a completely different team and 

a completely different format so I don’t 
want to compare the Test team with the 
one-day team,” Clarke said. “It’s a reminder, 
not a wake-up call. We knew through the  
Australian summer we weren’t playing 
anywhere near as good cricket as we needed 
to be against Sri Lanka and India.

“We went to the West Indies and just got 
over the line there so it’s not like this is the 
first series where we haven’t played as well 
as we’d like. Our one-day cricket hasn’t been 
as consistent as it needs to be if we want to 
stay at the top of the table. Hence how close 
the first, second, third and fourth are on the 
rankings points now. We’ve got a lot of work 
to do as a one-day team.”

“I think a lot of credit needs to go to 
England as well. They’ve outplayed us in all 
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four matches, they’ve been very consistent, 
their bowlers have bowled with good 
patience and discipline and their batters 
have made runs. We haven’t done either. 
We didn’t have anybody make a big score 
as a batter, we lost a lot of early wickets 
throughout the series and we didn’t 
execute our skills as well as you need to.”

Before the final ODI, their desperate 
coach, Mickey Arthur, locked his side in 
the change-room for a heavy heart-to-
heart and pleaded with them to stand up 
to the  bullying they had received from 
the England. “I think we’ve been a bit 
submissive this whole series. We’ve been 
allowed to be bullied, and we’re better than 
that,” Arthur said of his No.1 ranked side.

“The disappointing thing for me is not 
seeing anybody transform their training 
potential and that’s left me looking for 
some answers.”

“I’m looking for that mongrel, for that 
guy who’s going to stand up and change 
the game, take responsibility and say ‘I’m 
the champ’,” Arthur said.

“I had a tough, hard meeting with the 
team. I want to see how they respond.”

No mongrel responded to Arthur’s plea. 
At least not enough to prevent another 
England win at Old Trafford.

It goes without saying that Australia’s 
position atop the rankings looks precarious 
at best. Their next series is to be played 
against Pakistan in the UAE, where the slow 
turning wickets will provide yet  another 
challenge against a team with a lethal 
spin-bowling attack. Adding to Australia’s 
woes on this tour were additions to their 
injury list of three of their more experienced 
players. Brett Lee and Shane watson 
were both sent home a game early after 
sustaining calf strains and during the final 
match David Hussey tore a hamstring.

England play five home ODI’s against 
South Africa, who will surely prove stiffer 
opposition, after the current Test series. 
Against Australia, England didn’t ever 
require the number seven to pick up a 
bat. With Kieswetter, who doesn’t look 
anywhere near as good a batsman as 
Matthew Prior, batting at six and Tim 
Bresnan at seven, it seems likely that if 
England find themselves at 100/5 one game 
then that could represent an unfamiliar 
challenge.

But another positive from this series 
was that England were able to rotate their 
squad without it coming at the expense of 
winning. When Graeme Swann was rested 
for two games, Samit Patel and James 
Tredwell performed ably as they staked 

Left:

He’s back. Eoin Morgan, the master of 
invention, seamlessly returned to an 
England shirt after being dropped from 
the Test side. 

Top:

David Warner, swinging from the hip 
on a sinking ship at the Oval.

Above: 

George Bailey bowled by Jimmy 
Anderson at Lord’s.
(All Sarah Ansell)

their claim for the second spinner position.
One big test will be proving that they 

are as good when the totals are over 300 –  
situations which tend to expose their lack 
of firepower.

The best test of their credentials will 
come this winter. South Africa at home is 
one thing but for England to genuinely be 
considered even being close to number one 
side in the world they must avoid the usual 
drubbing they receive in India. The five-nil 
whitewash there last October is not so  
long ago.

Alastair Cook, England’s captain, isn’t 
getting ahead of himself in the midst of 
this unbeaten run. Cook believes this 
side can still improve. He is well aware 
that England have failed to perform in 
recent World Cup and Champions Trophy 
tournaments and he said after the series: 
“We are heading in the right direction. If we 
want to win tournaments we will have to 
keep playing as well as we are in the week 
that we enter those tournaments.

“That will be the aim. We’re desperate to 
keep building on this, expanding our skills 
so that we get better as a side.”


